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Reb Moshe Leib Sassover was a student of the great tzadik, Reb Shmelke of
Nickolsburg, who was a student of the great Maggid of Mezritch. Once, Reb Moshe
Leib was traveling with some of his students and passed through the town of Brod.
When the people heard that Reb Moshe Leib was in town, they all wanted to go and
ask his advice and blessing.
A woman came to ask for a blessing for her sick daughter. Weeping, she placed a small
bag of coins for charity on the table, and told Reb Moshe Leib that the doctors had
given up all hope of her daughter’s recovery.
Reb Moshe Leib looked at the poor woman and said, “I don’t want this money, but
there is something else I would like. I believe you have a silver menora in your house.”
The woman was surprised. How did Reb Moshe Leib know that she had a silver
menora? It had been passed down in her family from her grandfather! Why would
Reb Moshe Leib Sassover want her grandfather’s silver menora? And how could she
give it away?
Despite these thoughts, she decided to do exactly as Reb Moshe Leib asked, and give
him the menora. In her heart, she prayed that everything would turn out for the best! “I
will go and get the menora for you at once,” she said.
“One moment,” said Reb Moshe Leib. “I don’t want you to just give me the menora. I
want you to give it to me happily.”
The woman answered, “All right. I will get it right away. Please pray for my daughter.”
Quickly, the woman went and brought back the menora for Reb Moshe Leib. “Thank
you,” said the tzadik. “May your daughter have a speedy recovery.” By the time she
arrived home, her daughter was already beginning to feel better. It was a miracle! In
Brod, everyone began speaking about the great miracle that had happened.
Everyone wondered, “Why did Reb Moshe Leib want this woman’s menora? Didn’t
he already have his own menora, which had been given to him by Reb Shmelke of
Nickolsburg?”
Chanuka came. Everyone was curious to see which menora Reb Moshe Leib would
use. Reb Moshe Leib’s secretary set up the same menora he always used, the one that
had been given to him by Reb Shmelke of Nickolsburg. Just before he lit the menora,
Reb Moshe Leib turned to the Chasidim who were present, and said, “Is Reb Yechiel
Tzoreif here? Reb Yechiel, come and stand next to me.”
Reb Yechiel was very surprised at such an honor. After Reb Moshe Leib lit the menora,
he said, “Now I am going to tell you a story about your grandfather, whose name was
also Reb Yechiel Tzoreif. Your grandfather was a very poor man. When it came time
for him to marry off his daughter, he could not pay for all the expenses. He had no
choice except to try to borrow money for the wedding.
“But everyone knew that Reb Yechiel was very poor, and no one wanted to lend him
money. They thought he might never pay it back. So he started traveling from city to
city, trying in vain to collect a few coins here and few coins there. The little he made
was far from what he needed. One day Reb Yechiel heard about a very rich man who
gave a great deal of charity specifically for poor people to marry off their children. He
made his way to the man’s house, and asked him for help with his daughter’s wedding.
“The rich man wanted to know who he was. When he heard that he was Reb Yechiel
Tzoreif, the silver smith, he said, ‘Oh! I’ve heard of you! Don’t you own a silver
menora which you made from coins that you had from the great tzadik Reb Zusia of
Annipoli?’
“Your grandfather answered that he did. ‘If you will give me that menora, I will pay for
your daughter’s wedding,’ the rich man said.
“Reb Yechiel did not want to give away the menora, since the coins had been given to
him by his Rebbe, the holy Reb Zusia. But the rich man insisted. And so, with a broken
heart, Reb Yechiel gave away the menora, in order to pay for his daughter’s wedding.
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“Some years later, the rich man passed away. When his soul
went before the Heavenly Court, many angels that had been
created by his charitable acts came to testify on his behalf.
There was only one problem. He had done a very selfish thing.
He had taken the menora away from Reb Yechiel. He had acted
callously and thoughtlessly, and he had broken the heart of Reb
Yechiel. Despite all his mitzvot, he could not go into the Garden
of Eden.
“Do you see this menora?” Reb Moshe Leib asked Reb Yechiel
Tzoreif. Take it. It belongs to your family. It was made by your
grandfather. Recently the granddaughter of the rich man gave it
to me. He deserves his reward in Heaven. This way the menora
returns to you, and the rich man will have his reward, as it
should be.”

The Weekly Publication
for Every Jewish Person
Dedicated to the memory of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka Schneerson
“... I have called out to the L-rd and He answered me” (Psalm 120:1)

Chanuka Forever

Reprinted from the Tzivos Hashem Newsletter www.tzivos-hashem.org/

from the teachings of the Rebbe
on the Torah portion

And he woke up...and behold, it was a dream (Gen. 41:7)
There are two kinds of dreamers: those who know that
they are dreaming but enjoy the dream anyway, and those
who do not realize that they are dreaming and mistake it
for reality. The first type of person is able to distinguish
between truth and falsehood, and realizes that his dream
is deceptive. But the second kind cannot make this
distinction, and holds his delusion to be true. (The Previous
Rebbe, Rabbi Joseph I. Schneersohn)
Seven fat, handsome cows emerged from the Nile... Then,
just as suddenly, seven other cows emerged after them,
very badly formed and emaciated. (Gen. 41:18-19)
Pharoah’s dream, in which he dreamt of two opposites,
is like the exile. In exile we are faced with opposites all
the time. One minute we pursue eternal, spiritual goals
and the next minute we want things that are mundane
and transitory. When the Redemption comes we will no
longer feel this dichotomy. We will see how the purpose of
everything in the world is purely for holiness and G-dliness.
(The Rebbe)
And he sought to weep, and he entered his room and he
wept there...and he restrained himself (Gen. 43:30-31)
The soul “weeps” because it does not want to be imprisoned
in a body; it abhors its fleshly confinement and longs to
be reunited with G-d. Nonetheless, it “restrains” itself and
overcomes its inclination, recognizing that G-d wants the
body and soul to work in tandem to observe His mitzvot
(commandments). (Ohr HaTorah)
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In this week’s Torah portion of Mikeitz we read that Jacob
reluctantly acceded to his sons’ request that they be allowed
to return to Egypt together with their youngest brother,
Benjamin. The viceroy, whom they did not recognize as their
brother, Josef, had ordered them not to return to Egypt for
more grain unless they brought Benjamin. Jacob’s reply to
his sons was: “May G-d, Alm-ghty grant that the man have
pity on you and release your other brother and Benjamin.”
Jacob’s fear and trepidation was greater than that of his
children. Although they, too, were aware that this whole
event had unfortunate undertones, as they themselves
said, “We deserve to be punished because of what we did
to our brother...that is why this great misfortune has come
upon us,” nevertheless, they looked upon it as a personal
misfortune.
Jacob, however, saw this event as a continuation of his
previous hardships. Jacob viewed all events that transpired
with, or were related to, him as a “sign” and forerunner of
events that will occur with later Jewish generations.
The tribes, however, were only able to view them in terms of
a personal misfortune.
Since Jacob was on a far superior spiritual plane than the
tribes, he was able to see these events as they transcended
the boundaries of nature.
This closely relates to the festival of Chanuka. Although the
events surrounding Chanuka actually came about through
miraculous means, superficially one may think that these
miracles were bound by nature. One may be led to think
so, because the salvation of the Jewish people and their
deliverance from the hands of the Syrian-Greeks involved
actual physical warfare.
In truth, the victory involved nothing less than miracles that
completely went beyond the realm of nature. The reason for
this is that the victorious Jews overcame vastly superior odds
– “the mighty into the hands of the weak, the many into the
hands of the few...” (from the Chanuka Al HaNisim prayer).
Whenever a Jew engages in something, even if it seems to be
completely within the realm of nature, he should not think
that one’s only response is the natural. His actions must
always be preceded by prayer to G-d that he should succeed
in his actions.
When a Jew acts in this manner he merits to see the miracles
that are clothed in the garments of nature, the miracles that
totally transcend nature, and ultimately, the miracles that
will be revealed with the coming of Moshiach.

As Chanukah draws to a close, we mark
the 25 year anniversary of the historic
issuing of the “Hanukkah Stamp.” In
1996 the United States Postal Service
issued a stamp jointly with Israel.
Since then, new designs, stamps and
denominations were unveiled in 2004,
2008, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2016, and 2020.
From the issuing of the first stamp in
1996, no longer did Jews have to feel
second class or bulk rate during the winter
holiday season when all of America is
festooned with the decorations of the
holiday of the majority religion.
The revolution began with the public
Chanuka menoras championed by the
Rebbe more than four decades ago.
These public menoras instill pride in
Jews as they encounter recognition of
their faith and traditions throughout the
world.
The modern day custom spread to
exotic locations like the Kremlin and
the Eifel Tower, with the same message
proclaimed all over: After centuries of
persecution in country after country,
generation after generation, finally a Jew
need not hide his identity, and even more
so, he can proudly publicize his faith,
practice his religion freely and even
shout it out on the steps of City Hall.
This message of religious freedom and
the right to hold one’s head high is the
true meaning of the public menoras.
Of course, some opposed the Rebbe’s
innovation, whether because they were
not secure in their own Jewishness,
at least in public, or because to join
rather than fight would have meant an
admission of defeat in their own fruitless
campaign to purge American public life
of the observance of the non-Jewish
winter holiday.
Once the courts had found a way to cast
trees and wreathes as “secular,” their

battle was truly lost, and nit-picking
over which displays were secular and
which religious, led only to a few legal
victories but to no real benefit in the
psyche of the young Jewish child who
walked down the street in December
feeling overwhelmed and ignored.
Then, in a masterful stroke of cynicism,
the opponents of public menoras became
the guardians of religion, arguing that
Lubavitch was secularizing Chanuka.
They were caught in the legal fiction
of denying the religious origins
of December 25, which Christian
America had used to preserve the public
displays of their holiday in the face of
court challenges. What they failed to
understand is that a menora can at once
be a religious symbol and conveyor of
a secular message of history, culture,
tradition and above all, freedom.
The Rebbe’s solution is first-class all the
way. It is both visionary and practical. Let
us use the holiday which celebrates our
religious freedom from Syrian-Greek
oppressors to exert our own freedom to
celebrate as Jews in benevolent America
and restore Jewish pride to its proper
place. How warm a Jewish commuter
feels coming to a toll booth and seeing
it adorned with a menora shouting
out its message of welcome. Not only
welcome to live freely, but welcome to
practice your faith freely in private and
in public.
So, as we tuck away a few stamps with
the Chanuka gift-wrap to be used next
year (when the stamps will surely be
obsolete, as all Jews will be reunited in
the Holy Land with Moshiach and we
will be posting our Chanuka greetings
from there) let’s adopt the motto of
the U.S. Postal Service of years gone
by: Neither rain nor sleet nor dark of
night... will deter us from practicing our
Jewishness openly and proudly.

Jewish man. The parents promised her the
world if she would break off the relationship
but to no avail. In fact, she informed them
that not only did she intend to maintain the
relationship, but that they planned to get
married during the upcoming winter break.

Wait Until Chanuka

by Rabbi Sholom Dovber Avtzon

Some years ago, an emissary of the Rebbe
shared with Rabbi Nissen Mangel his thoughts
about the public Chanuka Menora lighting that
he organizes each year.
The emissary explained that he is happy to make
this yearly Chanuka event because it’s something
the Rebbe requested, and the Rebbe spoke
annually of its importance. However, he added
that he personally didn’t see the tremendous
benefit of the public Menora lightings.
“Let me relate to you a story and then I’d like
to hear if your opinion has changed,” offered
Rabbi Mangel.
There is a well-known rabbi in a city in the
Midwest, Rabbi L. (In retelling this story to
me, Rabbi Mangel told me the rabbi’s name
and the city where he lives, but I have chosen
not to publicize it.) Rabbi L. is a noted author
of Torah books and from a prestigious lineage.
His daughter, who is extremely bright, pursued
a college degree. She was an excellent student
and quite popular.
To her parents’ horror, she began dating a non-

Her parents told her that they would not walk
her down the aisle, as they could not and would
not participate in a marriage out of the faith.
To their shock, her reply was, “No problem. I
don’t need you there!”
The parents were beside themselves with
anguish. They tried whatever they could think
of to stop this intermarriage, but to no avail.
She was determined to marry the person.
However, the father was also determined, so
on the intermediate days of Sukkot he flew
to New York. On Hoshana Rabba he came to
Crown Heights to see the Rebbe.
On Hoshana Rabba, the final day of the Sukkot
holiday and the eve of Shemini Atzeret, the
Rebbe would give Lekach (honey cake) to
those who couldn’t come receive it on Yom
Kippur eve. At that time the Rebbe would wish
and bless every individual with a sweet year.
The father took advantage of the opportunity
and when he met the Rebbe, he poured out his
heart about his otherwise wonderful daughter
who intended to marry a non-Jew. He told the
Rebbe that he believed he had done everything
a father could do in such a situation, but
perhaps he had missed something and could
the Rebbe advise him what else he could do.
The Rebbe replied, “Wait until Chanuka.”
The father thought that the Rebbe was
informing him that he also didn’t have a
solution, but that the Rebbe would try to figure
out something in the next eight weeks. In all
honesty, the father related, the Rebbe’s words
were not at all comforting.
The father became sick from anguish. He was
even rushed to the hospital one time, thinking
that he was having a heart attack. That is how
deeply troubled he was over his daughter’s
impending marriage to a non-Jew.
“On one of the nights of Chanuka,” the father

From My Heart

In From my Heart, a young child reaches out to G-d –
throughout the day – with words of praise, sincere
requests, and lots of thank you’s! This heartwarming
picture book brings a new sense of understanding to
young children in what it means to speak from the heart.
Written by Esty Perman, illustrated by Anna Abramskaya
and newly published by HaChai Publishing.
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related, “my daughter was driving to college
to attend an evening course. On the way there
she passed by a large public Menora lighting
ceremony that the local Chabad emissary of the
Rebbe had arranged. She noticed that many of
the attendees were Jews who were otherwise
not affiliated and did not look observant in any
way.
“My daughter pulled off to the side of the road
and stared at the celebration. She watched the
singing and lively dancing, the participants
young and old eating doughnuts and latkes.
After some time she began thinking, ‘Many
of these people are totally ignorant of so many
basic Jewish customs and teachings, and
yet they are proudly and openly identifying
themselves as Jews. Their joy in declaring their
Jewishness is real. While I, who was brought
up with pride in being Jewish and am quite
knowledgeable in its teachings and history, I am
planning on walking down the aisle and turning
my back on everything Jewish. That is just too
ironic to be true.’
“That night she came to our house for the
first time in a many months and asked us for
forgiveness for the heartache she had caused
us. Sitting by the burning candles she informed
us how that public Chanuka Menorah lighting
ceremony gave her this clarity and reached her
soul.”
Rabbi L. concluded, “Now I understood that
when the Rebbe told me wait until Chanuka,
he knew at that moment how I would get my
daughter back. The Rebbe wasn’t pushing me
off or stalling for time. He answered my request
perfectly.”
Rabbi Mangel concluded, “I related this story to
the emissary who had shared his ambivalence
with me. I pointed out that the emissary in that
city didn’t say a word to that girl; sitting in
her car from afar, she wasn’t even part of the
crowd he had managed to assemble. Yet he had
reached her in such a meaningful way, more
powerful than the most eloquent speech he may
have given.”
Rabbi Avtzon is a veteran educator and the author of numerous books
on the Chabad Rebbes and their Chasidim He is available to speak
and can be contacted at avtzonbooks@gmail.com.

Today Is...
2 Tevet
The campaign of the Greeks was aimed
to “make them forget Your Torah and
violate the decrees of Your will”; as the
Midrash (Bereishit Raba 16) puts it, (the Greeks
demanded) “Write...that you have no share
in the G‑d of Israel.” It was a war against G‑d.
“Let them study Torah,” the Greeks implied.
“Let them practice the justice-mitzvot
9commandments) and the ‘testimonial’
observances. But they must not mention
that the Torah is G‑d’s Torah and the mitzvot
are the decrees of His will. Torah and mitzvot
must be severed from G‑dliness.”

However, when under the leadership of the
handful of Hasmoneans the Jews resisted
assimilation with steadfast faith, the Almighty helped them to completely vanquish
the enemy, thus saving not only their souls,
but also their wealth and their children.
from correspondence
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Chanuka, 5716 (1955)
Chanuka recalls the rededication of the
Holy Temple which had been defiled by the
heathen rulers of the Holy Land and their
assimilationist collaborators.
The miracle of Chanuka was brought about
by the self-sacrificing resistance begun by
the Hasmoneans despite the overwhelming
odds against them.
In applying the lessons of Chanuka to
today, insofar as the daily life of the Jewish
individual and community is concerned –
and this, after all, is the purpose of all of
our festivals – several aspects are especially
noteworthy.
Firstly, that even so holy a place as the Holy
Temple can be defiled under certain circumstances, though outwardly remaining intact.
Secondly, that in such a case, as the events
of Chanuka clearly emphasize, cleansing
and rededication of the Sanctuary can only
be attained through mesirat nefesh, that is,
a self-sacrificing determination to resist the
forces of darkness without entering into any
calculations whatsoever as to what the odds
are in the struggle.
For, since there can be no compromise with
an enemy bent on defiling that which is
most sacred in Jewish life, the only Jewish
answer can be “unconditional resistance,”
leaving the final outcome to the Divine Will.
Where such an attitude of mesirat nefesh
exists, the outcome cannot really be in
doubt, for such is the perennial lesson of
Jewish history.
Furthermore, as is always the case in Jewish life, material welfare is likened to the
spiritual.
Thus in the case of Chanuka, too, although
the persecution started in those days with
an effort “to make them forget your Torah
and transgress Your statutes,” it was followed by a policy of robbing the Jews also of
their material wealth, and of their children.

For 12 years Joseph languished in the
dungeon without anyone lifting a finger to
help him. Yet when the time came for him
to be freed, he was brought out in great

Nowadays, as often before, Jews who want
to remain loyal to the heritage of their
fathers find themselves outnumbered and
endangered by the forces of darkness that
threaten to engulf the world, and the Jewish
world in particular.
The Jewish home, yeshiva and synagogue
are the Sanctuaries of G-d which are not
immune from defilement, G-d forbid; it
still requires the same kind of Hasmonean
determination to preserve their purity and
holiness.
But although the odds may seem overwhelming, the reward is more than commensurate, for with G-d’s help, the outcome
is certain to be miraculous and the victory
complete, spiritually as well as materially,
as in those days at this season.
23 Kislev, 5716 (1955)
The festival of Chanuka marks the victory
of the forces of light – the light of the Torah
and Jewish way of life – over the forces
of darkness, represented by the Greek
heathens and the would-be Greeks, the
assimilationists among our own people in
those days.
It was an unequal battle of the few against
the many, but with G-d’s help, the forces of
light triumphed. The Sanctuary in Jerusalem
was rededicated to the holy service of G-d
in accordance with our Divine Law, and the
perpetual light was rekindled there.
We Jews have always carried the torch
of light, the Divine light of the Torah and
mitzvot, and, in one way or another, it has
been an unequal battle against the forces
of darkness throughout the ages, including
the present day.
Though the Sanctuary in Jerusalem has
been temporarily taken from us, the Jewish
home represents the real Sanctuary. The
kindling of the Chanuka lights and the
rededication of the Jewish home which the
lights symbolize is the lifeline that not only
guarantees the survival of our people, but
also assures the strength and happiness of
the individual Jewish home.

haste. One moment he was a lowly prisoner,
the next, a free man elegantly attired and
brought before the king. From this we learn
that when the right time comes for G-d to
take us out of exile, He will not wait even
a split second longer than necessary. At
that precise moment Moshiach will come to
redeem us. (Chofetz Chaim)

While we are nearing the end of the kindling of the
Chanuka lights, we can still learn deep and inspiring
lesson that serves us well throughout the year.
On the first night of Chanuka we kindle one
light, on the second night we kindle two, on the third
night three, and so forth, until, on the eighth night of
Chanuka, we are kindling a total of eight Chanuka
lights.
By kindling the Chanuka lights in ever-increasing
numbers we are presented with the profound idea that
the light that we bring into the world – through our
study of Torah and observance of mitzvot – should be
in ever-increasing quantity.
On the first night of Chanuka, it was perfectly
sufficient and acceptable to light one Chanuka candle.
But, on the second night, if we were to light just one
we would not be performing the mitzva properly.
Just as this is true with each night of Chanuka,
so is it true with every day of our lives. What was
sufficient and acceptable in the way of Torah and
mitzvot yesterday is not necessarily acceptable today.
Today is a new day, which brings its own new energy
and G-dly vitality. Our task is to use today’s energy
appropriately and to its maximum potential.
One might wonder if this lesson is, perhaps, only
directed at those who do not necessarily observe all
of the Torah’s mitzvot. Certainly not! Increase can be
not only in quantity but in quality as well. Thus, when
speaking about ways to prepare ourselves for and
hasten the imminent Redemption, the Rebbe included
the concept of performing those mitzvot we already do
in an enhanced manner.
This year on Chanuka, as we increase our
mitzvot observance or enhancement, as we increase
the Chanuka lights, may we merit to see the total
fulfillment of the Chanuka “Al Hanisim” prayer in
our own days, “You delivered the many in the hands
of the few...the wicked into the hands of the righteous...
and You effected a great deliverance and redemption
for Your people,” with the building of the Third Holy
Temple, where we will light the seven-branched
menora for all eternity.
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