
Happy is as Happy Does
from the teachings of the Rebbe
on the Torah portion

We are commanded to rejoice during the festivals. The rejoicing 
during the holiday of Sukkot reached its peak, in the times of 
the Holy Temple, in the unbounded joy of the water-drawing 
celebrations (Simchat Beit HaShoeiva).
During the year, many offerings on the altar were accompanied 
by a special pouring or libation of wine. On Sukkot, in addition to 
the regular wine-offering, there was also a unique pouring of water. 
At that time the assembled crowds broke into limitless, profound, 
ecstatic rejoicing which continued for three days, and of which 
the sages said, “Whoever has not seen the rejoicing of the water-
drawing has never in his life seen true joy!”
The Sages chose their words with care. They are not merely telling 
a story, but giving a valuable lesson – that if one has not seen the 
rejoicing of the Water-drawing, although he may think he has at 
times participated in unbounded rejoicing, he is in error. His joyous 
experience was in fact a superficial one. For, since he has never 
witnessed the water-drawing, he is incapable of experiencing true 
joy. This is the full significance of the above statement.
What does true joy entail? It entails breaking one’s own bounds 
and inhibitions, exceeding one’s own limitations. At the wedding of 
an only child, a normally reticent and taciturn father may become 
a voluble and loquacious speaker. If a person has a rational, 
intelligent reason to be happy, then his happiness is limited by the 
extent of his understanding. But when he receives a reward or a gift 
that is “beyond his wildest dreams,” that his intelligence could not 
possibly have foreseen, when he is moved by a cause that stems 
not merely from his understanding, but from his very essence and 
being... then the resultant joy is similarly boundless.
In Temple times, wine was used as a libation. It was water, though, 
which was the main ingredient of the water-drawing ceremony. 
Wine has a taste, a flavor; water has no intrinsic flavor. Wine and 
water have their equivalents in spiritual life. When one is motivated 
to serve G-d by intelligent reasoning and logic, such service is 
termed “wine”; one savors the “taste” or “reason” for doing the 
mitzva. Service impelled by a feeling of pure submissiveness to 
G-d, is called “water”; one cannot relish the “flavor” of rationality 
in such service.
Truly limitless joy cannot come as a result of one’s understanding 
and intelligence – for they are limited. But when a person realizes 
that he himself is limited, finite, he nullifies himself, he neutralizes 
his ego. In a spirit of total submissiveness he becomes one with 
limitless G-d through the union of the mitzvah. Then he transcends 
his limitations and can serve G-d with truly boundless joy.
Whoever has not seen the rejoicing of the water-drawing, has never 
in his life seen true joy. Because the libation of water, as opposed to 
wine, symbolizes the quality of submissiveness as opposed to the 
intellect and rationality of wine.
Adapted from the works of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

The holidays of Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret 
and Simchat Torah which, happily, are 
approaching, are referred to as, “the time 
of our rejoicing.”
As such, let’s take a look at some of 
the words of our Sages and Chasidic 
teachings about the importance of joy and 
happiness in our lives.
King David in Psalms advises us, “Serve 
G-d with joy, come before Him with 
jubilation.”
The power of joy is unlimited, for, as 
stated in the Talmud, “Joy breaks all 
boundaries.”
In addition, G-d attaches a great deal 
of importance to joy, for “The Divine 
Presence rests only upon one who 
performs a mitzva in a joyous spirit.” 
(Talmud)
Simcha, joy, is one of the most essential 
elements of the Chasidic way of life.
In fact, in the early stages of the Chasidic 
movement, before the name “Chasidim” 
was coined, Chasidim were often referred 
to in Yiddish as “di freilicha,” meaning, 
“the happy ones.”
The Baal Shem Tov, founder of Chasidut, 
would say that sometimes, when the 
Yetzer Hara (the Evil impulse) tries to 
persuade a person to commit a sin, it 
does not care whether or not the person 
will actually sin. What it is looking for is 
that after sinning, the person will become 
depressed and overcome with sadness. In 
other words, the depression that follows 
the sin can cause more spiritual damage 
than the actual sin itself.
Rabbi Shlomo of Karlin taught that 
depression is considered the threshold 
of all evil. He said that although the 365 
negative commandments do not include 
a commandment not to be depressed, the 
damage that sadness and depression can 
cause is worse than the damage that any 
sin can cause.

The Rebbe explained that if the Jewish 
people already begin now to rejoice in the 
Redemption, out of our absolute trust that 
G-d will speedily send us Moshiach, this 
joy in itself will (as it were), compel G-d 
to fulfill His children’s wish and to redeem 
them from exile.
In Tanya, the basic work of Chabad 
Chasidic philosophy, Rabbi Shneur 
Zalman used the example of two wrestlers 
to describe the importance of joy:
“With a victory over a physical obstacle, 
such as in the case of two individuals 
who are wrestling with each other, each 
striving to throw the other – if one is lazy 
and sluggish he will easily be defeated and 
thrown, even though he be stronger than 
the other, exactly so it is in the conquest 
of one’s evil nature; it is impossible to 
conquer it with laziness and heaviness, 
which originates in sadness and in a heart 
that is dulled like a stone, but rather with 
alacrity, which derives from joy and from 
a heart that is free and cleansed from 
any trace of worry and sadness. This is a 
cardinal principle.”
A Chasid once wrote to the third Chabad 
Rebbe, the “Tzemach Tzedek,” that 
he found it difficult to be happy. The 
Tzemach Tzedek advised him:
“Thought, speech and action are within 
one’s control. A person must guard his 
thoughts and think only thoughts that 
bring joy; he should be cautious not to 
speak about sad or depressing matters; 
and he should behave as if he were very 
joyous, even if he doesn’t feel especially 
happy. In the end, he will ultimately be 
joyous.”
What can you do to help a friend out of a 
slump if he isn’t too happy? Tell him some 
good news, as our Sages advised, for good 
news gladdens the heart and good tidings 
expand the mind. Happy holidays!
Part of this article excerpted from The Chasidic Approach 
to Joy by Rabbi Shloma Majeski.

1642
14/21 Tishrei, 5781

Oct 2/9, 2020

The Weekly Publication
for Every Jewish Person

Dedicated to the memory of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka Schneerson
“Unveil my eyes, that I may perceive the wonders of Your Torah.” (Psalm 119:18)



1642

Excerpted from Samarkand by Rabbi Hillel Zaltzman,  
the story of the Chabad Chassidic underground that 
operated in the Soviet Union. 

On Sukkot, we were easily able to build sukkas 
in our yards. This was an accepted practice of all 
Bucharian Jews and the authorities didn’t prevent it. 

Sukkot presented us with but one major problem, 
and one which was quite severe – how to obtain an 
etrog. Of the Four Species customarily assembled 
and used for the festival – willow, myrtle, palm-frond 
and citron – finding the citron, or etrog, in that part of 
the world was always the greatest challenge. Some 
years were better, requiring less effort, and some 
years proved more difficult.

At times we had to suffice with just one etrog for 
the entire community, usually obtained at the last 
minute, with great difficulty, and at enormous cost.

I recall the days preceding Sukkot of the year 
1949, during the frenzied years under Stalin. Sukkot 
was fast approaching and we lacked even a a single 
etrog. Avrohom Borochov, a wealthy man and a close 
acquaintance of the Chabad Chasidim in Samarkand, 
traveled to Moscow and purchased a single etrog for 
10,000 rubles, a tremendous fortune at that time, 
paying for it entirely with his own money.

On the other hand, the palm leaves and myrtle 
sprigs were easy to come by, thanks to the devotion of 
young men who would travel to Georgia where these 
plants grew and return to Samarkand with a stash of 

Samarkand
by Rabbi Hillel Zaltzman

them. Willows, too, were not a problem, for they 
grew in abundance by the rivers near Samarkand.

At the end of the 1960s we were able to obtain 
etrogs more easily. The Rebbe would send a few of 
the precious fruits to Russia with tourists who would 
be traveling to Moscow and Tashkent during their 
trip. One can only imagine our great joy when one 
year we heard that the Rebbe had specified that a 
certain etrog be given to Samarkand.

Possessing only one etrog presented us with a 
dilemma. There were hundreds of Jews residing in 
towns around Samarkand who didn’t own an etrog 
of their own, or even access to one. We therefore took 
turns on the Intermediate Days of Sukkot traveling 
with the etrog to enable these Jews to perform the 
mitzva (commandment) of the Four Species, despite 
the danger this entailed. When we would arrive at 
these towns a long line of the local Jews would have 
already formed, awaiting the etrog’s arrival.

Immediately following the Sukkot festival comes 
Simchat Torah, a day dedicated to joyous celebration 
of the Torah. In Chabad circles, the celebration begins 
a day earlier, on the final, eighth day of Sukkot. In 
Samarkand, our tradition on that last day of Sukkot 
was to have a gathering with Yosef Schiff.

The gathering would begin once we had 
concluded the afternoon prayers. When the sky 
darkened, signaling the end of Sukkot and ushering 
in Simchat Torah, we would begin celebrating.

Yosef Schiff had studied in a Chabad Yeshiva until 
he was forcibly drafted into the army. After being 
wounded in battle, the authorities gently suggested 
that he join the Communist Party and enlisted him 
without his consent, as was customary in those days. 
He was forced to accept their “suggestion” and 
assume membership of the Party; refusing would 
have been dangerous. And that is how Yosef became 
a member of the Communist Party or as they used to 
say, “an owner of a red booklet.”

Divine Providence had placed Yosef in a position 
where he was able to assist many Jews. As a Party 
member, he had special standing, and was appointed 
as the chairman of an enterprise under which 
numerous factories operated. Many Jews who 
observed Shabbat worked in factories under him.

Of course, holding a Jewish gathering in his house 
was a serious hazard. Organizing an illegal gathering 
was crime for an ordinary citizen, but it was an 
incomparably more severe crime for a member of 
the Communist Party. Especially considering that it 
wasn’t just any kind of gathering, but a Chasidic one.

However, Yosef was a man of fortitude and 

courage who found great pleasure in acting upon 
his convictions. Often, when one of his workers had 
yartzeit or when it was a special day on the Jewish 
calendar, he would close his office door and arrange 
a minyan for the afternoon prayers. He would tell 
his secretary that he was in an important meeting 
and under no circumstance should he be disturbed. 
If someone knocked on the door to enter, he would 
raise his voice and shout: “I told you already, don’t 
bother me! I am meeting with my employees.”

The fact that Yosef was a member of the Party 
placed extensive restrictions upon him. He was 
unable to publicly display his Jewishness. On 
account of this, he would often hold a minyan in 
his house, especially during the High Holidays. He 
said that were he to be discovered, he would excuse 
himself by claiming that he arranged the service for 
his elderly father-in-law, Yerachmiel Chadash, who 
had trouble walking to shul.

Once, in the midst of the Rosh Hashana prayers 
in his home, a messenger arrived from Yosef’s office 
requesting that he come immediately to meet some 
senior officials from the municipality. Naturally, we 
were very frightened. Prayer shawls were instantly 
flung off, and in a panic, we tried searching for a place 
to hide. The only one who did not become anxious 
was Yosef. He calmed us, and then strode outside to 
greet the unexpected guests. In an authoritative voice, 
he explained that he could not leave since he was in 
the middle of a meeting with neighbors to convince 
them to join the cotton-picking. In those years, cotton 
was considered “white gold,” and plucking it from 
the fields was very important to the government.

In the 1960s, we had the novel idea to convene for 
dancing at the main shul in the old city. Long after the 
prayers, once everyone had finished with their festive 
meal at home, we made our way to the shul. It was 
nearly midnight and the city streets were deserted.

A few of us hurried ahead and climbed over the 
fence that surrounded the yard of the shul, to unlatch 
the front gate. When the entire group had assembled, 
we entered and headed straight into the sanctuary, 
where we began to dance with unadulterated joy 
and song. The lights were all still on, leaving the 
sanctuary brightly illuminated. Finally we were able 
to revel in authentic hakafot, grasping Torah scrolls 
in our arms, with unrestrained singing and dancing. 
Our hearts soared with the rhythm of the Chasidic 
tunes, and our joy knew no bounds.
Rabbi Zaltzman was one of the original members of Chamah and is 
now its director. Chaimah is an organization which works to share 
the beauty of Judaism with immigrants from the former USSR. His 
book Samarkand is available in Hebrew, Russian and English. 

WHO’S WHOPublic Sukkas
As in previous years, if you’re in Manhattan, visit one of the Lubavitch 
Youth Organization’s public Sukkas during the intermediate days of 
the holiday. They will be open: Monday, October 5 through Thursday,  
8, 10:00 am - 6:00 pm, Friday, October 9,  10:00 am - 4:00. The Sukkas 
are: The United Nations Sukka, located in Ralph Bunch Park, near the 
Isaiah Wall across from the United Nations on First Avenue and 42nd 
Street; Sukka at Foley Square, near Worth Street; across the Federal 
Court House. The Wall Street Sukka located on the cobblestones in 
Bowling Green Park, in lower Manhattan. The Garment Center Sukka 
in Herald Square across from Macy’s. For more information call (718) 
778-6000. To find out about public Sukkot in your area call your local 
Chabad-Lubavitch Center.

Two Weeks in One
This current issue of L’Chaim is for the entire Sukkot holiday. Issue 
1643 is for 28 Tishrei/October 16 for the Torah portion of Bereshit.

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, a great scholar 
and exceedingly pious person, was the leader 
of the Sanhedrin during the times of the 
Second Holy Temple. The Talmud relates that 
during the nightly Sukkot celebrations in the 
Temple, he would juggle with eight flaming 
torches. He would also bring joy to bride 
and groom by entertaining them at their 
wedding. He supported the Jewish rebellion 
against the Roman government and was one 
of the ten martyrs slain by the Romans that 
we read about on Yom Kippur.

Rabbi Hillel Zaltzman



We must prepare for Simchat Beit Hashoevah 
celebrations in every place around the globe, while 
at the very same time anticipating Moshiach’s 
immediate arrival, whereupon we will observe the 

Starting this Friday night, we will be 
celebrating the holiday of Sukkot. It is special in 
many ways, teeming with mitzvot and customs 
with far-reaching spiritual implications.
We were commanded by G-d to celebrate Sukkot 
as a reminder of the sukkot – booths – in which 
we dwelled while in the Sinai desert. According 
to some opinions, the sukka commemorates the 
actual booths and temporary dwellings the Jews 
lived in. However, other opinions consider these 
sukkot as a reminder of the Clouds of Glory 
with which G-d surrounded and protected us 
during the sojourn in the desert. Obviously, the 
sukka itself is a major aspect of the holiday.
It is not surprising, then, that our upcoming 
holiday is known almost exclusively by the 
name Sukkot.
There are other mitzvot that we perform on the 
festival, such as blessing the lulav and etrog, 
and saying the special “Hoshana” prayers. 
Why, one might ask, is the festival known 
specifically for the mitzva of dwelling in the 
sukka?
The answer lies in the unique nature of the 
mitzva of sukka. Every other mitzva a person 
performs involves a particular limb or part of 
the body: tefillin, for instance, are wrapped 
around the head and arm; Shabbat candles are 
lit using the hand; Prayers are said with the 
mouth.
The sukka, however, is different. It surrounds 
and encompasses the entire person from head 
to toe. It envelops the person who sits within its 
temporary walls with the holiness of the mitzva.
May the Jewish people merit to witness what 
we read in the “Grace After Meals” on Sukkot, 
“May the Merciful One Restore for us the fallen 
Sukka of David” and may we celebrate all 
together this year in Jerusalem with Moshiach.

The name of our publication has special meaning. 
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from correspondence 
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Translated and excerpted from a letter dated 
“Between Yom Kippur and Succos, 5741 (1980)”

These are the days when, having been 
blessed on Yom Kippur with a good and 
sweet year, we are preparing for the Festival 
of Succos – ”the Season of Our Rejoicing.” At 
this time some reflection is in order:

True, we are living in exile, a time when G-dly 
revelation is not as prevalent. This diminished 
light of Torah has its effect in the world in its 
relations with the Jewish people and, in some 
Jews, in their relationship to Judaism.

(It should be stated that these two are inter-
connected. It is only when Jews, individually 
or collectively, proudly and openly adhere to 
their Jewishness that they earn the respect of 
the world around them.

Furthermore, by adhering to a Torah life-
style, which means actually learning Torah 
and doing Mitzvos (commandments), we not 
only diminish but eventually completely 
eliminate the only cause of the Exile (as we 
clearly say in our prayer – ”Because of our 
sins we were exiled from our land”) and the 
Exile is shortened and eventually ended by 
the true and complete Redemption through 
Moshiach.)

Nevertheless, the fact that we are still in Exile 
must not, and does not, dampen the joyful 
preparations for Succos, much less the actual 
joy of Yom Tov, particularly the Festival of 
Succos (including Chol HaMo’ed, Shemini 
Atzeres, and Simchas Torah) which has been 
singled out and designated as “The Season 
of Our Rejoicing.”

An additional factor, which is also one of our 
fundamental beliefs and basic principles 
of our Torah, is Bitochon (trust) in G-d. This 
means true and absolute trust in the Master 
of all the universe, whose Divine Providence 
extends to each and everyone individually, 
and specifically, and in detail.

This trust includes, first of all, that He surely 
granted that everyone be favorably sealed in 

everything and in every detail, including and 
especially the fulfillment in our own very days 
of the hope, heartfelt yearning, and most 
fervent daily expectation of Moshiach “for 
whose coming I wait every day.”

The basis of this trust is the simple belief of 
every single Jew. For Jews are “believers the 
sons of believers,” this intrinsic belief having 
been inherited from our Father Abraham. 
This belief unites and unifies all Jews and, 
furthermore, it is perfectly equal in all Jews 
though they be unlike each other in many 
other aspects.

It is this trust that makes a spiritual unit-
ing of the Jewish people a reality, unifying 
all Jews into one entity. For their common 
simple belief also pervades and encompasses 
everything in which they differ, including 
their understanding, and level of study and 
observance of the Torah.

This unity is also reflected in Yom Kippur, 
the unique and only day in the year, which of 
all the festivals ordained in the Torah, is cel-
ebrated for one day only, both in and outside 
of the Holy Land.

Yom Kippur is the day on which all Jews 
conclude on the same culminating “resume” 
and proclaim with profound inspiration and 
in a loud voice: Shema Yisroel – Hear, O Israel, 
Hashem is our G-d, Hashem is One; Blessed 
be the name of His glorious Kingdom forever 
and ever; Hashem He is G-d!”

This same unifying principle is reflected also 
in the Festival of Succos, in combining to-
gether the “Four Kinds” (Esrog, Lulav, Myrtle, 
and Willow), symbolizing all different types 
of Jews, into one Mitzvah, which is created by 
virtue of a Jew unifying them.

And also in the Succah itself, concerning 
which the Torah says: “It is possible for all 
Jews to sit in one Succah.”

May G-d grant that just as on Yom Kippur, 
after the many prayers and the culminating 
resume, one long shofar blast is sounded – a 
Tekiah Gedolah, according to custom, fol-
lowed by the loud proclamation: Next year in 
Jerusalem!

So may every Jew in the midst of the entire 
Jewish people, may every Jewish man and 
woman, very soon indeed hear the sound of 
G-d’s Great Shofar announcing our libera-
tion, followed immediately by – ”Bring us... to 
Jerusalem Your Holy House with everlasting 
joy.”

festivities in the third Holy Temple. This anticipation 
is now much greater, since there have been so many 
accomplishments in spreading Torah and Chassidic 
teachings to the world… Most importantly, may it be 
G-d’s will that even before Sukkot we will celebrate 
the true, complete Redemption through the coming 
of Moshiach and we will continue with the festivities 
of Simchat Beit Hashoevah with the greatest joy in 
the third Holy Temple…(The Rebbe, 13 Tishrei 1991)
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It was the first day of Sukkot, and all the congregation in the shul of Rabbi Elimelech of Lisensk 
were in a festive mood. As Rabbi Elimelech stood at the bima, all eyes turned towards him. 
There was something unusual in his manner this Sukkot. Why did he stop so suddenly to sniff 
the air? It was evident that something was on his mind, something rather exciting by the look on 
his radiant countenance!
The minute the prayers were over, Rabbi Elimelech hurried to his brother Rabbi Zushia who 
was standing, and said: “Help me find the etrog which is permeating the shul with the fragrance 
of the Garden of Eden!”
They went from person to person until they reached a corner of the shul where a man was 
standing, engrossed in his own thoughts. “This is the one,” exclaimed Rabbi Elimelech. “Please, 
dear friend, tell me who are you and where did you obtain this wonderful etrog?”
The man, startled by this unexpected question, replied: “It is quite a story. Do you wish to listen 
to it all?”
“Most certainly, I am sure it will be a story worth hearing!”
“My name is Uri, and I come from Strelisk. The mitzva (commandment) of etrog has always 
been one of my favorites. I am a poor man, and could not normally afford to buy an etrog as 
I would wish, but my good wife, who agrees with me, hires herself out as a cook. In this way, 
I can use half of my earnings for spiritual matters. Every year I travel to Lemberg to make the 
purchase, and in order to conserve money, I go by foot.
“This year, during the Ten Days of Repentance, I was travelling with 50 gulden with which to 
buy an etrog, when I stopped at an inn to rest. It was time for the afternoon prayers, so I stood in 
a corner and prayed.
“In the middle I heard a terrible sound of moaning and groaning. I hurriedly finished so that I 
could see if I could help in some way. As I turned towards the man who was in obvious distress, 
I saw a person, dressed in peasant garb, pouring out his troubles to the inn-keeper.
“The man was a Jew who earned his living as a wagon-driver. He had a wife and several 
children, and barely managed to earn enough to make ends meet. Now, a terrible calamity had 
befallen him. His horse had suddenly collapsed in the forest and was unable to get up.
“I tried to encourage the poor man, telling him not to forget that there is a great G-d Who could 
help him out of any dilemma. The innkeeper offered to sell him another horse at a good price, 
but the man replied bitterly: ‘I haven’t got even 50 kopeks, let alone fifty gulden!’
“How could I keep the etrog money in the face of such a tragedy? I asked the innkeeper what 
was the lowest price he would take for the horse. ‘Forty-five gulden, but not a kopek less,’ he 
replied.
“I immediately took out my wallet and handed him 45 gulden, the astonished wagon-driver 
looking on. His relief and joy were absolutely indescribable!
“I had to content myself with buying a very ordinary etrog with my remaining money. Usually, 
my etrog is the best in Yanev, and everyone comes to make the blessing on it. But with such a 
poor-looking one, my wife agreed that I could come here to Lisensk where nobody knows me.”
“But my dear Uri,” cried out Rabbi Elimelech, “yours is indeed an exceptional etrog! Now I 
understand why your etrog has the fragrance of the Garden of Eden! Let me tell you the sequel 
to your story.”
“The wagon-driver, overjoyed by his good fortune, decided that you must have been none other 
than Elijah the Prophet. He wanted to express his gratitude to the Alm-ghty, but didn’t know 
how to pray. Suddenly his face lit up. He took his whip and lashed it into the air, crying out:
“ ‘Oh, dear Father in Heaven, I love you very much! What can I do to convince you of my 
love for you? Let me crack my whip for you as a sign that I love you!’ Then, the wagon-driver 
cracked his whip three times.
“On the eve of Yom-Kippur the Alm-ghty was seated on His ‘Seat of Judgment,’ listening to the 
prayers of the Day of Atonement. A wagon full of Jewish mitzvot was standing at the Gates of 

Exalted Guests – the Ushpizin
When the people of Israel leave their homes and enter the 
Sukka for the sake of G-d’s Name, they achieve the merit 
there of welcoming the Divine Presence and all the seven 
faithful shepherds descend from the Garden of Eden, and 
come to the Sukka as their guests. (Zohar)

Waving the Four Kinds
One waves the Four Kinds (palm, citron, willow and myrtle) 
to and fro to Him who owns the four directions; up and 
down to Him who owns heaven and earth. Thus, the four 
kinds are an allusion to G-d’s having created all existence, 
and that there is naught besides Him. (Tractate Suka 37)

A Torah Which is Always New
We begin the Torah anew on Simchat Torah to show that 
“the Torah is beloved to us like a new object and not like an 
old command which a person does not submit to. It is like 
a new one toward which everyone runs. (Sifrei Va’Etchanan)

Sukka Decorations
On the eve of Sukkot, Reb Chaim of Zanz told his sons 
that he needed several thousand rubles. As soon as they 
brought him the money that they had quickly borrowed 
from various wealthy householders, he distributed it all to 
the needy. As he entered his sukka that evening he said: 
“People are accustomed to decorate their sukkot with all 
kinds of pretty ornaments. But the beauty of my sukka is 
different: tzedaka, charity – that is what makes my sukka 
beautiful!”

Candle Lighting Time
NY METRO AREA
14 Tishrei/Oct 2/Sukkot – Light candles at 6:18 pm
15 Tishrei/Oct 3/Sukkot – Light candles after 7:14 pm from 
pre-exisiting flame
16 Tishrei/Oct 4 – First Days Sukkot end 7:13 pm
21 Tishrei/Oct 9/Shemini Atzeret – Light candles at 6:06 pm
22 Tishrei/Oct 10/Simchat Torah – Light candles after 7:03 pm 
from a pre-existing flame
23 Tishrei/Oct 11 – Simchat Torah ends 7:02 pm

Dedicated In memory of  
Mrs. Anna Lipschitz OBM 

Chana bas HaRav Yoel Summer – The Linever Rebbe 
By Hedy & Ben Lipschitz
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Heaven, when Satan appeared and obstructed the path with a wagon-
load of Jewish sins. Nothing was able to budge Satan.
“Suddenly the sound of a cracking whip rent the air, causing a blinding 
ray of light to illuminate the whole universe, right up to the very 
heavens! All at once, the Angel Michael appeared, leading a horse, 
followed by the wagon-driver with whip in hand.
“The Angel Michael harnessed this horse to the wagon of mitzvot, and 
the driver cracked his whip. Suddenly the wagon gave a lurch forward, 
flattened out the Jewish sins, and drove on smoothly right up to the 
‘Throne of Honor.’ A happy new year was assured.
And now, Reb Uri of Strelisk,” concluded Rabbi Elimelech, “you see 
that all this came about through your selfless action! Go in peace, and 
know that you have with you the approval of the Heavenly Court. But 
before you go, permit me to hold this wonderful etrog of yours and 
praise G-d with it.”
From The Complete Story of Tishrei.


