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Hey, You Never Know!
from the teachings of the Rebbe
on the Torah portion

It was a chilly, windy day when the Baal Shem Tov stepped into his carriage, and as was 
his custom, allowed the horses to run as they would, invariably bringing their master 
to some small village or hamlet where the Tzadik would bring his fiery enthusiasm for 
G-d to his fellow Jews.
In what seemed like no time, the horses stopped in a tiny hamlet, buried in the midst 
of a dense forest and surrounded by tilled fields. The Jews of this place were a hard-
working lot, ignorant of Torah, able to steal just a few minutes a day to devote to their 
prayers, most of which they didn’t understand. The Baal Shem Tov was filled with love 
and compassion for these Jews, and so he made these journeys to bring them a spiritual 
light to their eyes and turn their thoughts to G-d.
There was only one villager who was a cut above, and he was a wealthy landowner, 
who, it turned out, was celebrating his son’s Bar Mitzva just that very day. When the 
father of the boy heard that the famous Tzadik had arrived, he quickly harnessed his 
wagon and came to escort him to the grand celebration.
The Baal Shem Tov was seated at the head of the table and welcomed with great honor. 
But his attention riveted to the wrinkled faces and worn hands of the Jewish peasants 
who had also come to join the party. The Baal Shem Tov began to speak and the 
wondrous tales and parables of the Medrash he told held his audience spellbound. Then 
he began singing in his melodious voice, the lovely Carpathian tunes sung by the local 
shepherd boys as they pastured their flocks on the mountainsides. The change which 
could be detected in the sad and exhausted faces of the laborers, the tears which trickled 
down their wrinkled cheeks, were touching to behold.
The wealthy landowner perceived the scene very differently. Why was the guest of 
honor devoting himself entirely to these unlettered peasants and paying no attention 
to me, he thought. He decided he would avenge himself on the Baal Shem Tov, and 
with this in mind announced, “My dear friends, I want you to know that the highlight 
of this celebration will be a speech which my son, the Bar Mitzva boy, will deliver in 
the presence of our most esteemed guest, the rabbi of a nearby town, who will be here 
with his party. Only before such a prominent rav is it fitting to deliver his discourse.”
The Baal Shem Tov was not oblivious to the insult, but he did not acknowledge it. 
Rather, he engaged the Bar Mitzva boy in conversation about various spiritual matters.
As he spoke, his spiritual gaze wandered afield to a faraway place beyond the green 
fields and forests of the village.
Suddenly the Baal Shem Tov broke out into a burst of joyous laughter which seemed to 
engulf his entire being and spread to every man and woman in the room. Soon, not only 
the Baal Shem Tov was laughing, but the whole room was filled with joy and laughter 
– the people, the objects and even farm animals outside joined in his unbounded joy.
In the midst of all this laughter, the sound of carriage wheels grinding to a halt could be 
heard from the courtyard. It was the wealthy master of the feast who had just arrived 
with the rabbi of the nearby town, the much awaited guest of honor.
As they approached, they were astonished to hear peals of laughter which emitted from 
the hall. “What has happened here?” the wealthy landowner asked.
When silence was restored, the Baal Shem Tov began his explanation:
“Far away from here, in a lonely hamlet, there lives a widow and her only son. Today, 
he too is becoming a Bar Mitzva, and although he knows nothing about Torah and has 
never lived among Jews, he has a pair of tefilin left to him by his father.
“He put on the tefilin and his mother explained to him the tradition of going to the 
synagogue to be called up to the Torah. But, alas the poor lad had no way to fulfill 
this custom. He walked out to the barn and gathered all his beloved animals, which 
he cared for so devotedly and he formed them into a ‘minyan.’ Then he announced 
in a loud voice, ‘Today I am a Bar Mitzva!’ The animals responded to his words with 
a cacophony of ‘moos,’ ‘neighs,’ and ‘clucks.’ When the heavenly hosts beheld this 

Your seed shall be as the dust of the earth (Gen. 28:14)
The Jewish people is likened here to the dust of the earth, 
although sometimes the Torah compares the Jews to sand, 
and sometimes to the stars above. We learn a lesson from 
each of these different expressions. Stars are extremely far 
apart from one another in the heavens and never come 
into contact with each other. Grains of sand, on the other 
hand, are in close proximity to the other grains, but do not 
stick and adhere to each other. Dust, however, attaches 
to other particles and forms a cohesive mass. The Jewish 
people will receive G-d’s blessings when they are as unified 
and undivided as dust. (The Rebbe) 

And Jacob lifted up his feet (“raglav”) (Gen. 29:1)
The Hebrew word for foot, “regel” is related to the word 
meaning habit, “hergel.” Jacob “lifted up” and elevated 
his daily, mundane and habitual actions and transformed 
them into holiness. “If you turn away your foot because of 
the Sabbath,” said the Prophet Isaiah, “I will feed you with 
the heritage of Jacob your father.” If you make an effort to 
rise above and transform your baser instincts in order to 
bring holiness into the world, you will be rewarded by G-d 
for your actions. (Baal Shem Tov)

Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name 
Reuven, for she said: Surely, G-d has looked at my 
affliction, because now my husband will love me (Gen. 
29:32)
Our sacred writings compare the relationship between 
G-d and Israel to that between a husband and wife. In 
the time of galut (exile), the “wife” suffers from spiritual 
poverty and deprivation. We are exiled from our land and 
our Holy Temple is destroyed. The special love between the 
Jewish people and G-d seems to be concealed and is not 
fully expressed in the open. Yet even during such difficult 
times, when the Jewish people remains faithful to G-d, this 
special love can still be evoked. When G-d sees that Jews 
continue to observe Torah and mitzvot in spite of affliction, 
His love for them is fully restored, a love that will ultimately 
be manifested through the full and speedy Redemption. 
(Likutei Sichot Vol. XXII)

4:11 Candle Lighting Time
NY Metro Area
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Torah Portion Vayeitzei
Shabbat ends 5:14 PM

This week’s Torah portion Vayeitzei, begins, “Jacob went out of Be’er 
Sheva, and he went to Haran.” The Midrash tells us that he left 
Be’er Sheva, meaning, “be’era shel shavua, the well of the oath,” to 
avoid Avimelech. Avimelech was king of the Philistines and Jacob 
did not want to be asked to take the same oath his ancestors took.
Both Abraham and Isaac made peace agreements with Avimelech, 
in the form of an oath. The consequence of those oaths was that 
the Jewish people’s entry into the land of Israel was pushed off for 
seven generations.
It seems that Abraham and Isaac weren’t afraid to take an oath 
and make a peace agreement with Avimelech, even though it 
would push off the entry into the land. We see no effort on their 
part to avoid Avimelech as did Jacob. Why was only Jacob afraid to 
take an oath of peace with Avimelech?
On the other hand, if our ancestors knew that taking this oath it 
would push off the entry into the land for seven generations, why 
weren’t Abraham and Isaac wary of taking it?
In order to understand this, we need to take a look at the 
difference between the style of G-dly service of Abraham and Isaac 
as opposed to that of Isaac.
The G-dly service of our ancestors Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
was on the highest level possible. They were so in sync with 
G-d, that their will was totally His, and they did what He wanted 
automatically. But there were differences in the way they affected 
the world around them.
Abraham’s and Isaac’s approach to the evil around them was to 
avoid it, or to arrange that it wouldn’t bother them, so they could 
serve G-d in peace. That is why they made a treaty with Avimelech.
When you make a peace agreement with another, it doesn’t 
change who they are or what they stand for. All it does is put a 
temporary halt to negative actions against each other. In other 
words, for the time being, I won’t bother you and you won’t bother 
me. But Avimelech remained the same immoral Philistine that he 
always was. Because of this style of service, Abraham and Isaac 
didn’t change the nations they lived in. True, the Canaanite and 
Hittites didn’t bother Abraham and Isaac, and they even respected 
them, but they weren’t changed. Because of this style of service, 
Abraham was able to father an Ishmael and Isaac was able to 
father an Esau. They didn’t have the influence to change them to 
good, because their way was to negate bad and evil, and not to 
transform it to good.
Jacob, on the other hand, worked on transforming the bad 
around him into good. He didn’t make peace with it, he 
refined it until it was good on its own.
Adapted by Rabbi Yitzi Hurwitz from the teachings of the Rebbe, yitzihurwitz.blogspot.com. Rabbi 
Hurwitz, who is battling ALS, and his wife Dina, are emissaries of the Rebbe in Temecula, Ca.

by Rabbi Uriel Vigler
Like so many others, last month I 
bought a ticket to the mega millions 
lottery hoping to win the largest ever 
prize in US history: $2.04 billion!
And for a moment, I caught myself 
dreaming about how I would spend 
the money. I thought about the new 
building I would purchase for our 
Chabad center. I thought about 
our preschool, shul and wounded 
IDF soldier program – all the ways 
we could enhance and grow our 
community and activities. Even 
after all that, I still had a billion and 
change left over!
When I checked the winning 
numbers against my ticket, I sank 
right back into reality.
Then again, what are the odds? 
How likely is any individual 
to actually win? The odds are 
something like 1 in 300 million, or 
0.000000003863%. Compare that 
to a 1 in 1.2 million chance of dying 
in a lightning strike, 1 in 58,000 
chance of dying from a bee or 
wasp sting, and 1 in 35,000 chance 
of dying in a cataclysmic storm. 
There’s a higher chance of having 
identical quadruplets or becoming 
president of the United States than 
there is of winning the lottery!
And yet, at one point this week, 
25,000 tickets per minute were 
being sold in California! Dozens 
of people in our community texted 
me, “Rabbi, if I win, our Chabad is 
definitely getting a better building.” 
Somehow, we all entertain thoughts 
of winning, despite the virtual 
impossibility of it.
Why? It’s simple. The lottery motto 
is “Hey, you never know!” And it’s 

that attitude exactly – someone has 
to win, it may as well be me – that 
drives us to buy tickets in hordes.
Indeed, one of the 13 principles of 
our faith is, “I believe in the coming 
of Moshiach, and even though he 
may tarry, I still await his coming 
every day.”
Now, what are the odds of Moshiach 
coming? What are the chances of 
finding a cure for aids, malaria or 
cancer? What is the likelihood of 
solving the Arab/Israeli conflict? 
Pretty much, less than 0%. And yet, 
every day, day after day, we pray for 
Moshiach and dream of the utopian 
society his coming will bring.
So if Moshiach is the jackpot, how 
do we buy a ticket? It’s a small 
investment, just like the lottery ticket.
Maimonides tells us to view the 
world as balanced on a scale. One 
side holds the collective good deeds 
we have done; the other side all the 
misdeeds. Any one of us can tip that 
scale with a single good deed, which 
would lead to Moshiach’s arrival 
and an era of world peace.
What are the odds of my mitzva 
being the final one to tip the scales? 
Basically nil. But, “Hey, you never 
know!”
And since we can never know, 
it’s imperative we keep playing 
the lottery. Do a good deed today. 
Anything counts. Put a mezuza on 
your door. Pray. Feed a homeless 
person. Visit someone sick. Every 
single deed is a potential winning 
ticket.
“Hey, you never know!” Today 
might be the day.
Rabbi Uriel Vigler, with his wife Shevy, directs the Chabad 
Israel Center of the Upper East Side of Manhattan.to
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strange but touching Bar Mitzva celebration, they laughed so 
happily that their laughter echoed through the universe until it 
reached G-d’s Holy Throne where it provoked great Divine Joy.
“And so, concluded the Baal Shem Tov, it is now a propitious 
time to hear the discourse of the Bar Mitzva boy, for now, the 
Gates of Heaven are open.”
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Hakhel–Unite
36 New Torah Scrolls
At this year’s 39th Annual 
International Conference 
of Chabad-Lubavitch 
Emissaries of the Rebbe 
(Kinus Hashluchim) there was 
an historic simultaneous 
completion ceremony of 36 Torah Scrolls that are being welcomed at 
36 Chabad House worldwide. The destination of the Torah Scrolls was 
determined by lottery from the hundreds of applications that came 
in. Montego Bay, Jamaica; Ibiza, Spain; and Compala, Uganda and 
three of the diverse destinations. At the  Kinus Banquet, attended 
by close to 6,500 emissaries and their guests (there are 5,646 
Chabad couple emissaries), it was announced that  120 couples had 
moved this past year on “shlichus” – opening new Chabad-Lubavitch 
Centers or strengthening and growing the work of existing centers. 
That’s one couple every three days. All 50 states of the United States 
and 100 nations and territories around the world now have Chabad-
Lubavitch emissaries. 

When Jacob finally left Charan to return to Israel, he 
was a rich man with many possessions, though he 
had arrived there with neither silver, gold, nor cattle. 

The ninth of Kislev is the birthday and yartzeit of 
Rabbi Dov Ber Shneuri, the second Chabad Rebbe, 
known as “the Mittler Rebbe.”

Through his explanations of the teachings of his 
father, Rabbi Shneur Zalman (the first Chabad Rebbe), 
he brought Chasidic philosophy more closely into the 
framework of this world.

Uniting the physical and the spiritual was actually 
embodied in the Mittler Rebbe’s person, illustrated by the 
following two examples.

The Tzemach Tzedek (his son-in-law and successor) 
said of him, “If my father-in-law’s finger was cut, 
Chasidut would flow out and not blood.” The Mittler 
Rebbe’s blood – his life force – was Chasidut.

When the Mittler Rebbe was arrested on slanderous 
charges and imprisoned, his doctor, a prominent 
specialist, told the Russian authorities that they must 
allow him to teach his Chasidim. He explained: “Just as 
you give food to prisoners to ensure their existence, so 
took you must allow him to teach Chasidut, because his 
life depends on it.”

The authorities saw that this was the truth and agreed. 
They allowed fifty Chasidim to enter his prison room 
twice a week to listen to him deliver a Chasidic discourse.

Ultimately, the Mittler Rebbe was released on the 10th 
of Kislev, one day after his birthday. But, unfortunately, 
he and his Chasidim were unable to celebrate the first 
anniversary of his release. For, the Mittler Rebbe passed 
away on the 9th of Kislev, his birthday, at the relative 
young age of 54.

Judaism teaches that if one’s birth and passing fall 
on the same day, this demonstrates a unification of one’s 
spiritual qualities within the context of the material 
world. Thus, it is appropriate that this phenomenon be 
associated with the Mittler Rebbe.

An even deeper fusion of the spiritual with the material 
is seen from the fact that his day of redemption on the 
10th of Kislev occurred directly after his birthday.

Concerning the Mittler Rebbe’s day of Redemption, 
the Rebbe said, “The Mittler Rebbe’s redemption will 
lead to the ultimate expression of G-dliness in the world 
which characterize the revelations of Moshiach.” May 
this take place immediately.

The name of our publication has special meaning. 
It stands for the name of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka Schneerson 
(obm), wife of the Rebbe.
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Although at first glance it appears that Jacob’s living 
amongst the idolators of Charan was a step backward, 
it was in this merit that he acquired his great wealth 
and established his family. So too, is it with this final 
Exile. Although the trials and tribulations have been 
many, when Moshiach comes and brings the Final 
Redemption, we will first realize the great advantage 
and good that came from it. (Sichot Kodesh)

from correspondence 
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

12 Av, 5737 [1977]

I received some information about the 
relationship at home, but I do not know to 
what extent it reflects the actual situa-
tion. Hence I want to convey to you some 
thoughts in light of what the relationship 
should be according to the Shulchan Aruch 
[Code of Jewish Law] – the Jew’s practical 
guide in life. If the relationship is, indeed, 
in keeping with it, the purpose of this letter 
will be to strengthen and deepen it, as 
there is always room for improvement in 
all matters of goodness and holiness, To-
rah and mitzvoth [commandments]. On the 
other hand, if it is not quite what it should 
be, I trust that, since the Torah is surely “a 
lamp unto your feet,” you will bring it up to 
the desired level, and you will do it with joy 
and gladness of heart.

The central aspect in the manner of 
conducting a Jewish home and family life 
is that it has to be based on the way of the 
Torah, “whose ways are ways of pleasant-
ness and all its paths are peace.” If this 
rule applies to all activities of a Jew, even 
outside the home, how much more so does 
it apply within the home itself!

Of course, since G-d has created human 
beings with minds and feelings of their own 
and these are not uniform in all people, 
peace and harmony can be achieved only 
on the basis of “give and take,” that is, 
meeting each other half way. For a hus-
band and wife to make concessions to each 
other is not, and should not be considered, 
a sacrifice, G-d forbid. On the contrary, this 
is what the Torah teaches and expects, for 
we are talking about concessions that do 
not involve compromise in regard to the 
fulfillment of mitzvoth, and both of you are 
of the same mind that the laws of the Shul-
chan Aruch must not be compromised.

Furthermore, to achieve true peace and 
harmony calls for making such concessions 
willingly and graciously – not grudgingly, 
as if it were a sacrifice, as mentioned 

above, but in the realization that it is for 
the benefit of one’s self and one’s partner 
in life, and for one’s self perhaps even 
more, since it is made in fulfillment of 
G-d’s Will. And if our Sages exhort every 
Jew “to receive every person with a friendly 
face,” certainly it applies to one’s wife or 
husband.

There are many sayings of our Sages, 
as well as those of our Rebbes, urging 
husband and wife always to discuss mat-
ters of mutual concern, and to give patient 
attention to the opinion of the other and 
then act in mutual agreement. It is also 
very desirable that they should have at 
least one regular study period in a section 
of Torah which is of interest to both, such 
as the weekly Torah portion, or a timely 
subject connected with a particular season 
or festival.

While the major obligation to study Torah 
is incumbent on men, it has been empha-
sized that women, too, have to fulfill the 
mitzvah of Torah study in areas where they 
are directly involved, as explained in the 
laws of Torah study. All the more so in the 
present day and age when women have 
the possibility – hence the obligation – to 
do their share of spreading Judaism no less 
than men.

It may sometimes appear difficult for the 
husband to take time out from his preoc-
cupations in order to discuss mutual prob-
lems with his wife, or study Torah with her, 
but he should not look at it as a sacrifice. 
On the contrary, he should do it eagerly 
in fulfillment of a most important mitzvah 
– sholom bayis – peace in the home. And if 
any mitzvah has to be carried out with joy, 
how much more so such a fundamental 
mitzvah.

Finally, I would like to add that of the 
mitzvah campaigns which have been em-
phasized in recent years, special attention 
has been focused on the mitzvah of ahavas 
Yisroel [the love of a fellow Jew], which 
embraces every Jew, even a stranger; how 
much more so a near and dear one.

I hope and pray that each of you will make 
every effort in the direction outlined above 
and will do so with real joy and gladness of 
heart, and may G-d grant that you should 
have true nachas [pride] – which is Torah 
nachas, from each other and jointly from 
your offspring, in happy circumstances 
materially and spiritually.

A major component of Hakhel is the 
simple notion of “getting together;” 
the value of assembling Jews. This is 
an important element and certainly 
has merit. But we need to properly 
appreciate the goal of Hakhel, the 
purpose of the ancent assembly: 
“to revere G-d.” Assembly alone is a 
wonderful thing – and then there’s step 
two: to follow up with an immediate 
push for increased Torah study and 
action that will add to our awe of G-d. 
Learn more at hakhelnation.com

When I was a kid, my grandparents lived with 
us. We kept a kosher home for them, and I 
went to a Jewish school. I learned to read and 
write in Hebrew, and I studied Torah. Even 
when I was in college, I would say the Shema 
every night with a yarmulke on!
Thanks to this upbringing, reading Hebrew 
never left me – I also learned Yiddish from my 
grandparents.
Until recently, I was a Jewish believer in 
Christianity. I became a believer in 1984, 
under a Methodist minister. He moved away in 
1994, and for the next 18 years I studied with 
a Christian friend, and listened to Christian 
radio. In 2012 and for the next nine years, I 
was part of a messianic congregation.
At that congregation I taught a class for 
Christians called “Sharing the Messiah with 
the Jewish people.”
Last year, a Jewish friend of mine started 
talking to me about the discrepancies in 
the Christian version of the Bible. At first, 

I didn’t want to hear it – but then I started 
digging around and searching. I read different 
books and watched different videos trying to 
understand the truth. (When I would be reading 
the Christian Bible, I noticed that some of 
the commentaries seemed anti-Semitic; but I 
ignored it completely.)
My friend told me what websites to go on for 
more information, so I began reading articles 
and watching videos by Rabbi Tovia Singer 
(Outreach Judaism) and Rabbi Kravitz (Jews 
for Judaism). They showed me that G-d is 
not a man, but rather an all-powerful entity 
who created all things. This proved to me 
that my previous congregation was wrong in 
its beliefs. I would go on a Christian website 
and compare what I was learning to what was 
said in the Christian Bible. What I found was 
anything but the truth.
Finally, I came to the conclusion that my friend 
was right: Hashem is the only G-d of Abraham 
Isaac and Jacob.
I threw out all my bibles and erased that 
experience from my life. Being that I was so 
heavily involved with this congregation, it was 
a huge shock for me to find out the truth.
I met a fabbi from Chabad who gave me a 
prayerbook and mezuzos. He even purchased 
a pair of Tefilin for me which I put on every 
morning. I am a Levite and I now go to Chabad 
every Thursday and get called to the Torah.
When my son was 8-years-old, I started 
teaching him about Christianity. He was a 
very devout Christian, and he studied his Bible 
daily. For over a year, I never told him about 
what I had found out. Recently, I took a walk 
with him and apologized to him for what I 
had taught him. I told him about my journey 
and how I had  found the real truth about G-d, 
Christianity and the Bible.
He asked me lots of questions, and I was able 
to answer them. I showed him all the problems 
with Christianity, and I told him not to just 
believe me; rather, he should see it in the 

Torah.
He is now reading the Torah with Rashi on 
Chabad.org
I had been away for a long time, and at my 
friend’s recommendation I joined JNet and was 
set up with my partner David.
David is a very nice man with a wonderful 
family of good Jewish people.  He has sent 
me some of his son’s (a rabbi) encouraging 
messages,  and I have learned a lot from them 
and from David himself – he is an educated 
man! David answered a lot of questions that I 
had. I enjoy his company very much; he has a 
good sense of humor and I like getting to know 
him better. It has been a very good learning 
experience for me.
I have learned a lot from David and his life 
experiences. He’s helping me understand more 
about being Jewish. Even when I was learning 
at the messianic congregation, there were times 
when I never really felt Jewish, I felt there 
was always something missing in my life, and 
I couldn’t figure out why; but now I know 
that it was because I was missing the proper 
understanding of who G-d is.
David has learned a lot about me and my 
background. We have a great relationship. I 
have learned so much from him about Moshiach 
and about what the world will be like when he 
comes. David has also helped me put my Tefilin 
on in the proper way.
One thing that I would like to tell all the JNet 
members; make sure that your partner is a 
proper match. See if the person that you are 
speaking with can help you as much as you 
help them. It’s a relationship that will grow but 
it needs to blossom in the beginning. JNet is a 
wonderful organization and I recommend it to 
everyone who wants to know more about the 
Torah way.
JNet – Jewish Learning Network, provides people the 
opportunity to study any area of Torah on any level in any 
language with a study partner. To become a JNet Study 
Partner call 347-770-JNet, or email info@jnet.org. A division 
of Merkos L’Inyonei Chinuch.

From Here to There
by Dennis Siegel


